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Message from the President
I hope everyone has recovered from a fantastic 44th Annual Convention of
the NCA. Accolades to the entire group at Talking Rocks for all their
efforts as well as those people behind the scenes who did such a great
job! It’s rewarding and speaks very highly of the NCA that, even in a down
economy, we had record attendance in Branson. A special thanks to our
past President, Steve Thompson for his tremendous leadership over the
past two years. The NCA was truly fortunate to have Steve at the helm!
I’d also like to thank Brad Wuest for his past 6 years of service to the
NCA’s executive team. Official welcomes go out to Greg Beckler as our
new Vice-President and Bob Holt and Steve Rawlings as new Board
members. Again, the NCA is fortunate to have such talented and
dedicated leadership! A final huge thank-you goes out to Jeanne Gurnee
who is stepping down from the Board but I know will continue to be a
wealth of knowledge and incite to the NCA.

During the convention many of you came up to me and asked what I had
in store for the organization? The reality is, thanks to past administrations,
Region Six : (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA)
many things are already in place! For instance, we now have a top-notch
Steve Fairchild – Moaning Cavern, CA
209-736-0330 steve@caverntours.com
Insurance program and representation. Our only real goal there is to
increase enrollment and continue to improve coverage. We also have the
Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
Alpha Radiation program moving forward and advancing into the
719-685-5444 rsr@caveofthewinds.com
recertification phase with 49 plans to review during 2010. The good news
Region Eight: (AR, LA, OK, TX)
is we have a review process in place and the leadership of the NCA is
Michelle Devaney - Longhorn Caverns, TX
committed to seeing the process through. The website continues to
830-598-CAVE michelle@vtrc.com
evolve into a useful and informative tool for members and should really be
Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN,)
of even greater value once we start using the Online Cracker Barrel. Just
Patty Perlaky – Raccoon Mt. Caverns, TN
be sure to read down further in Cave Talk for more specifics on that
423-821-9403 caveperl@yahoo.com
resource! We’ve already begun the process of updating the website and
Region Ten: (AK, HI, Bermuda, International)
will continue that task over the next 90 days with regards to committee(s),
Jeanne Gurnee – Goodlettsville, TN
member contact information, and communications about programs. I still
615-264-0019 jgurneeNSS@aol.com
feel that communication amongst members and networking ability is the
most valuable resource available to members. Please try to take full advantage of what the NCA has to offer.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As many of you heard at the convention, we do face some significant challenges. As if the economy wasn’t
enough, we heard presentations about the impact WNS will most likely have on many of our members. We,
the leadership, are committed to being proactive and involved as this fungus spreads and affects our individual
operations. Please, without hesitation, contact us with concerns, questions, or solutions to any issue or
problem you may have regarding WNS. We’ve already assigned a WNS committee to make recommendations
on how best to respond to this fast moving fungus! Look for many more communications in the near future
regarding this issue. We also have the daunting task of replacing the irreplaceable! As you all know Susan
has formally announced she’ll be stepping down as Coordinator. As sad as this is, we need to honor her
request and work towards transitioning into a replacement over the next 18 months. The good news is we’ve
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interviewed three highly qualified candidates and hope to make an announcement to the membership by the
end of the year. And don’t worry; I know Susan will remain highly active in the NCA for many years to come.
In closing, the Regional Directors and Executive Committee will continue to serve the membership to the best
of our ability! This is your organization! Please communicate your wishes and if there is anything I can do to
assist, or better represent, I’m only an e-mail or phone call away.
Sincerely,

Eric Evans, President
National Caves Association

NCA CONVENTION 2009
Talking Rocks Cavern, MO
September 28 – October 2, 2009
Another convention come and gone. Bruce and Dianna Herschend and Jody (aka “Bruce’s brain”) and Chris
Gertson, along with their staff, did a wonderful job from start to finish. Whether it was the time or location, we
enjoyed record attendance at this meeting.
There was an excellent key note address on White Nose Syndrome by Merlin Tuttle, founder of Bat
Conservation International. Tom Aley gave his annual alpha radiation update as some members are up for
recertification of their plan this year (yes, already!). Hugh Morrow presented a seminar on making your
business more “green”, which has been posted on the member side of the website.
Field trips included visits to Fantastic Caverns, Marvel Cave, Talking Rocks and potential new member,
Smallin Cave, a dinner cruise on the Branson Belle, dinner and entertainment at the Dixie Stampede, a tour of
the Titanic museum and a few music shows thrown in for good measure.
In between eating and having fun, business WAS conducted. The 2nd vendor show was as successful as the
first – everyone likes to shop! Committees met and a new committee for White Nose Syndrome was
appointed. Officers and directors were elected. They are: Eric Evans, President; Greg Beckler Vice
president; Susan Berdeaux, Secretary/treasurer; Region One, Bob Holt; Region Two, Rod Graves; Region
Three, Claudia Yundt; Region Four, David Thompson; Region Five, Joe Klimczak; Region Six & Ten, Steve
Rawlings; Region Seven, Steve Runkle; Region Eight, Michelle Devaney; Region Nine, Patty Perlaky.
The first Barbara Munson Service Award was given to Steve Runkle for his relentless work on the Alpha
Radiation program and Insurance Committee. Honorary Member status was bestowed on Roy Davis and Jack
Herschend. In honor of Jack, our first NCA President, there was a dessert party full of old pictures and stories.
No other association in the world does what we do, nor has the relationships between members that we do. It
is always the most valuable part of any meeting. Next year, we get to do it again in California, - Steve “Lotsa
Caves” Fairchild and Linda Larsen will be our hosts. We’re looking forward to it already.
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ONLINE CRACKER BARREL GOES LIVE!
Our blog is now ready to use. Follow the instructions below and let the games begin!
Register and Log-in instructions for Online Cracker Barrel (NCA Blog)
1. Visit www.cavern.com and click on Member Login
2. Log-In using Username “cave” and Password “nca”
3. Click on Cracker Barrel along the left which will direct you to the Cracker Barrel page
4. Click on Comments and scroll to the bottom
5. Click on “You must be logged in to post a comment”
6. That will direct you to a new screen and click on Register
7. Set-up your own unique Username and Password. (You must register to leave a comment, question,
or reply)
8. You’re now registered to use the blog! Enjoy
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